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Reserve Communications System 
(FRCS) or Fedwire to the Treasury Ac-
count at the Federal Reserve Bank of 
New York. 

Enforced collection. Collection of taxes 
when a taxpayer neglects or refuses to 
pay voluntarily. Includes such adminis-
trative measures as liens and levies. 

Levy. The taking of property by sei-
zure and sale or by collection of money 
due to the debtor, such as wages. 

Lien. A charge upon real or personal 
property for the satisfaction of some 
debt or performance of an obligation. 

Person. An individual, a trust, estate, 
partnership, association or other unin-
corporated organization, fiduciary, 
company, or corporation, or the Dis-
trict of Columbia, a State, or a polit-
ical subdivision thereof (including a 
city, county, or other municipality). 

Provisions of 26 U.S.C. enforced and ad-
ministered by the Bureau. Sections 4181 
and 4182 of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986 (the Code), as amended; sub-
chapters F and G of chapter 32 of the 
Code, insofar as they relate to activi-
ties administered and enforced with re-
spect to sections 4181 and 4182 of the 
Code; subtitle E of the Code; and sub-
title F of the Code as it relates to any 
of the foregoing. 

Secretary. The Secretary of the Treas-
ury or designated delegate. 

Seizure. The act of taking possession 
of property to satisfy a tax liability or 
by virtue of an execution. 

Treasury Account. The Department of 
the Treasury’s General Account at the 
Federal Reserve Bank of New York. 

U.S.C. The United States Code. 

(Aug. 16, 1954, Ch. 736, 68A Stat. 775 (26 U.S.C. 
6301); June 29, 1956, Ch. 462, 70 Stat. 391 (26 
U.S.C. 6301)) 

[T.D. ATF–48, 43 FR 13535, Mar. 31, 1978; 44 
FR 55841, Sept. 28,979, as amended by T.D. 
ATF–77, 46 FR 3002, Jan. 13, 1981; T.D. ATF–
301, 55 FR 47608, Nov. 14, 1990; T.D. ATF–331, 
57 FR 40327, Sept. 3, 1992; T.D. ATF–378, 61 FR 
29955, June 13, 1996; T.D. ATF–450, 66 FR 
29022, May 29, 2001]

Subpart C—Discovery of Liability 
and Enforcement of Laws

EXAMINATION AND INSPECTION

§ 70.21 Canvass of regions for taxable 
persons and objects. 

Each appropriate ATF officer shall, 
to the extent deemed practicable, 
cause officers or employees under the 
appropriate ATF officer’s supervision 
and control to proceed, from time to 
time, and inquire after and concerning 
all persons therein who may be liable 
to pay any tax, imposed under provi-
sions of 26 U.S.C. enforced and adminis-
tered by the Bureau, and all persons 
owning or having the care and manage-
ment of any objects with respect to 
which such tax is imposed. 

[T.D. ATF–331, 57 FR 40327, Sept. 3, 1992, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–450, 66 FR 29023, May 
29, 2001]

§ 70.22 Examination of books and wit-
nesses. 

(a) In general. For the purpose of 
ascertaining the correctness of any re-
turn, making a return where none has 
been made, determining the liability of 
any person for any tax imposed under 
provisions of 26 U.S.C. enforced and ad-
ministered by the Bureau (including 
any interest, additional amount, addi-
tion to the tax, or civil penalty) or the 
liability at law or in equity of any 
transferee or fiduciary of any person in 
respect of any such tax, or collecting 
any such liability, any appropriate 
ATF officer may examine any books, 
papers, records or other data which 
may be relevant or material to such in-
quiry; and take such testimony of the 
person concerned, under oath, as may 
be relevant to such inquiry. 

(b) Summonses. For the purposes de-
scribed in paragraph (a) of this section 
the appropriate ATF officersare au-
thorized to summon the person liable 
for tax or required to perform the act, 
or any officer or employee of such per-
son, or any person having possession, 
custody, or care of books of accounts 
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